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***SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT*** 
 

Donation from the Saanich Fruit Growers Association –  
Support for the continuation of agricultural stewardship at Newman 

Farm 
 
The Farmlands Trust (Greater Victoria) Society, a charitable not-for-profit organization dedicated to the 

preservation of local farmland for the benefit of the community, is pleased to announce the recent donation of 

$25,000.00 by the Saanich Fruit Growers Association (SFGA) to support our agricultural stewardship of the historic 

Newman Farm in Saanichton, BC.  

 

FLT Society Co-Chair David Clark was overwhelmed by the generous act of the Saanich Fruit Growers Association. 

“This is incredible” stated Clark. “I sincerely appreciate that the Saanich Fruit Growers Association entrusted the 

FLT Society with this donation as we collaborate with the District of Central Saanich in the preservation and 

stewardship of Newman Farm.” SFGA Board Director Vern Michell stated that “our donation today is for a good 

use as the FLT Society supports regional farmland heritage on the Saanich Peninsula.” 

 

In October 2015, the FLT Society signed a 10 year license agreement with the District of Central Saanich to 

continue the Society’s agricultural stewardship of Newman Farm. Future plans at the Farm include the expansion of 

the existing “field to plate” vegetable garden plot where FLT Society volunteers grow, harvest and donate local 

vegetables to those in need at Our Place Society.  

 

For more information about the Newman Farm, visit the District of Central Saanich’s website at 

http://www.centralsaanich.ca/hall/Departments/planning/community_services/Parks/Parks_Inventory/Newman_Far

m.htm   

 
(From left to right: Tom Scott – SFGA, Vern Michell – SFGA, David Clark – FLT Society, Harold McCarthy – 

SFGA and Phil Holloway – SFGA). Photo credit: Natasha Caverley, FLT Society. 
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About the Farmlands Trust (Greater Victoria) Society 
 

Established in 2008, the FLT Society is a charitable not-for-profit organization dedicated to the preservation of local 

farmland for the benefit of the community. Specifically, the FLT Society is committed to promoting agriculture by 

acquiring, managing and leasing land for farmland; educating farmers and the public on the benefits and practices of 

locally produced agriculture; and relieving poverty in the Greater Victoria region by operating and supporting 

programs that provide food from local farms to persons in need. For more information about the FLT Society, visit 

www.farmlandstrust.org. 

 

About the Saanich Fruit Growers Association 

 

The Saanich Fruit Growers Association (SFGA) began almost 100 years ago, and was a co-operative association of 

large and small farms. The farmers shipped strawberries and loganberries for fresh market sales and wine 

making. The cooperative of farms provided seasonal employment and the central processing location known as “the 

fruit shed” on Keating Cross Road in Saanichton, BC until the late 1970’s. In recent years, “the fruit shed” property 

was leased to a business with an agricultural focus. With the recent sale of this property to the SFGA’s long standing 

tenant, Integrity Sales and Distributors, members chose to donate the funds to local and community causes to 

acknowledge the fact that the SFGA played a role in the lives of those living on the Saanich Peninsula. 
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