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2010/2011 FLT Annual Report 

The Farmland Trust (Greater Victoria) Society’s third year has been replete with activities, 

growth, and accomplishments. As we now grow out of our infancy and into youth, we are 

continuing to build a solid reputation in the community and to develop an impressive resume of 

accomplishments. The FLT under the leadership of Ed Johnson is mindful that like “peak oil”, we 

may be experiencing “peak food” as well, if global warming is threatening the water supplies of 

the breadbaskets of the world. 

Farmland Preservation and Management 

We started this year with a flourish by assisting The Land Conservancy of BC to complete their 

fundraising for the Save Madrona Farm Forever campaign in the Blenkisop Valley. With sizable 

donations from FLT, including $200,000 from chair Ed Johnson leading to over $700,000, we 

were able to save the farm at a critical juncture in the campaign.   

Our members engaged in three work parties this year on Newman Farm in Central Saanich, 

where we cleared brush, pruned trees, and developed a compost. We also received agreement 

in principle from the District of Central Saanich Council to proceed with the development of a 

Letter of Agreement regarding our Society’s role in the management of agricultural activities on 

this heritage property on the Saanich Peninsula. 

Community Relations 

We continued to build our relationship with Tsawout First Nation in Central Saanich by assisting 

with the revitalization of their community garden and the utilization of the Newman Farm Park 

Boathouses for culturally significant events and activities. FLT also participated in the 3rd Annual 

Traditional Foods of Vancouver Island Conference co-hosted by Tsawout First Nation in April 

2010 and the June 2010 Tsawout Seafood Festival. We were pleased to recently finalize a 

Memorandum of Understanding that formalizes our working relationship on the enhancement 

of local food security with our neighbouring First Nation. 
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Outreach 

Thanks to Bob Thompson and the newly formed Communications committee, two FLT 

newsletters were created and distributed this last year, Spring 2010 and a Fall 2010 issues. We 

received excellent feedback about the quality and content of these publications. 

We supported and participated in a number of farming and related agricultural activities with 

other organizations: the Chef’s Survival Challenge III in October, the North Saanich Flavour Trail, 

a tour of Glamorgan Farm, Agricultural Survival Forum II, Saanich Peninsula Harvest Feast and 

the St. Stephen’s Trust Society Tea. As well, we engaged in agricultural area planning in Central 

Saanich and North Saanich, enhancing our reputation as a low-key, problem solving, 

community-oriented effective organization. 

Many local politicians and community members attended our very festive Winter social in 

December 2010, where delicious homemade food and local music entertained us in style. 

Special thanks to all who made that event a rousing success.  

At the end of April 2011, we are hosting a screening of the documentary “Food Security: It’s in 

Your Hands” at the St. Stephen’s Community Hall followed by a panel discussion to bring 

attention to the importance of local sustainable agriculture and food security. 

Contributions 

We contributed to many local organizations this year in dollars and food: funding to LifeCycles 

and the Farmland Project Advisory Toolkit; and the products of the Newman farm apple harvest 

to the Sidney Lion’s Club, the Victoria Riding Association for the Disabled, and Our Place 

Society. 

Coming and Going  

This year, we welcomed Sebastian Silva and Nelly Tom-Kee to our Board. Sebastian brings 

valuable legal experience, and Nellie has an extensive background in finance. Tom Hobby, with 

experience in agriculture, economics, financial management and forestry research, joined us as 

a community advisor, and Bob Thompson, Madeline Walker and Zoe Benson-Potter are new 

committee members.  We were sorry to say good bye to Alicia Cormier, Heather Stretch and 

Rachel Fisher.  Ed Johnson took over the position of Chair from Founder Barbara Souther.  We 

formed two new committees this year, Communications and Governance. 
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Looking to the Future 

We are closing our year with some new directives and plans: the Governance Committee’s work 

on engaging a patron is going forward. Our Memorandum of Understanding with Newman Park 

Farm is a work in progress, with our supporters ready and excited to begin agricultural 

production on the land. Madeline and Natasha are developing a FLT Governance manual. We 

forwarded our application for charitable status to Ottawa, where we have now received 

conditional approval whereby the FLT will make a minor amendment to its existing 

Constitution. We eagerly anticipate the benefits of that status for fundraising purposes. This 

year, we look forward to continuing to build our relationship with Tsawout First Nation on food 

security and continuing our educational outreach and protection of ALR lands. On our wish list 

this year are seeing the TLC place a covenant for the protection of Madrona Farm and 

fundraising for the purchase of farmland.  

Thank you to all of our board members, community advisors, and committee members for a 

wonderful growth-filled year. We are most appreciative of our FLT Supporters for their 

continued support as we advance our mandate. 

 

 


