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2017/2018 FLT Society Annual Report 
 
From April 2017 – March 2018, The Farmlands Trust (Greater Victoria) Society [FLT Society] 
engaged in protecting local farmland, protecting eco-sensitive and culturally special areas, 
producing food for those in need, and providing relevant educational and related public 
awareness opportunities. 
 
Our charitable not-for-profit organization advanced the following suite of initiatives and related 
activities in 2017/2018: 
 
Farmland preservation and management 
 
Via a 10 year pro bono license agreement (October 2015 – October 2025) with the District of 
Central Saanich, the FLT Society continued its agricultural stewardship of Newman Farm – a 
historic farm located in Saanichton, BC. The License to occupy for agricultural park purposes 
agreement facilitates the future long term stewardship of Newman Farm. 
 
The FLT Society continues to have an excellent working relationship with the District of Central 
Saanich. In particular, the Society thanks the District of Central Saanich Mayor and Council for 
their support and especially, Bonnie McKenzie who recently retired and had served as the 
District’s Manager of Community Services. Her support and assistance with the FLT Society’s 
work at Newman Farm was most appreciated! Further acknowledgements are extended to the 
following District of Central Saanich Departments for their valuable guidance and expertise: 
Community Services (Ruth Malli and Andrea Giese), Finance Services (Paul Murray and staff), 
Public Works (Norm Doerksen and staff), and the District’s communication and social media 
staff (Britt Burnham). 
 
In 2017, the FLT Society grew and harvested local vegetables for those in need at Our Place 
Society which totaled 15,830 lbs. (a variety of squash, beets, corn, apples, plums, onions, garlic, 
carrots, pumpkins and pears) which equated to $32,373.75 – an organizational record! 
Additional produce contributions were made to the Quadra Village Centre, and the Victoria 
Therapeutic Riding Association. The FLT Society now has eight raised garden beds to expand 
the customized menu of food options (e.g., kale, carrots, lettuce and garlic) to share with 
individuals and families in need within the Greater Victoria area. From 2013 to 2017, the FLT 
Society via the “field to plate” initiative has grown and harvested over 29,280+ lbs. of produce – 
linking food production with Our Place Society – a local homeless shelter and soup kitchen to 
aid in relieving poverty and mitigating food insecurity for marginalized populations in society.  
 
New water lines were installed on the large westerly field at Newman Farm next to the existing 
vegetable garden plot where the FLT Society grew bee-friendly flowers. Specifically, the FLT 
Society planted sunflowers, wildflowers, buckwheat and clover to support pollination activity at 
Newman Farm and the surrounding area. Referred to as the “field of dreams”, the Newman 
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Farm sunflower field was featured in the Peninsula News Review and the Peninsula and Area 
Agricultural Commission (PAAC) Christmas card! 
 
Bert James continues to provide valuable farm management services at Newman Farm - 
managing the various daily operational duties and responsibilities for the historic farm, the FLT 
Society vegetable garden plot, and sunflower/wildflower field. Bert James and FLT Society 
volunteers participated in planting and harvesting produce on the property as well as winterizing 
the vegetable plot.  
 
The FLT Society has a working relationship with Seaward Farm via a three year Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) to operate a small scale sheep farm on a designated portion of 
Newman Farm.  
 
Organized by the FLT Society Chair Carol Pickup, a small working group was formed in 2017 to 
explore the creation of a book documenting the history of Newman Farm and possibly 
documenting other historic farms on the Saanich Peninsula. This group is pleased to work 
alongside the District of Central Saanich in viewing the extensive collection of archival materials 
related to Newman Farm and local area agricultural history.  
 
Governance 
 
In April 2017, we welcomed Brian MacDonald to the FLT Society Board of Directors – serving 
as the new FLT Society Treasurer. Brian has been an active FLT Society volunteer at Newman 
Farm – lending a helping hand with maintaining the “field to plate” garden plot with fellow FLT 
Society volunteers and supporters. Dr. Lenore Newman was appointed the new FLT Society 
Honorary Patron. Dr. Newman is a descendant of the Newman family who bequeathed their 
farm property to the District of Central Saanich. Lenore is a Canada Research Chair in Food 
Security and Environment at the University of the Fraser Valley – specializing in local food 
sovereignty, and agricultural land use.  
 
In January 2018, we said farewell to FLT Society Board Director Kevin Tattrie. 
 
The FLT Society Board of Directors appreciates the on-going working relationship with the 
Centre for Plant Health (Mark Corkery and staff) in North Saanich, BC for access to the Pavilion 
Building for our board meetings.  
 
Financial 
 
With donations from the following groups, we are able to carry out farmland preservation and 
local food security protection activities in the Greater Victoria region: Coast Capital Savings; 
Coast Capital Savings Insurance (Western Communities Foundation); individual FLT Society 
supporters; Peninsula Co-op; Royal Bank of Canada; United Way of Greater Victoria; and 
Vancity Savings. 
 
The FLT Society Patron and Board of Directors are appreciative of the District of Central 
Saanich granting our charitable not-for-profit society with a multi-year permissive tax exemption 
(2017 – 2019). The permissive tax exemption provides certainty to the FLT Society as a means 
of advancing our farmland management activities at Newman Farm. 
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Communications and public outreach 
 
During the 2017 farming season, FLT Society volunteers participated in planting and harvesting 
produce at Newman Farm. Work parties provided opportunities to engage FLT Society 
supporters, employers, and local government officials to join us and participate in various farm 
activities. 
 
In addition to our funders, Capital Regional District, Centre for Plant Health (Government of 
Canada), CR-FAIR, Good Food Network, Haliburton Farm, Integrity Sales, Island Pollinator 
Initiative, Le Coteau, Pacific Regional Soil Science Society (PRSSS), Peninsula and Area 
Agricultural Commission, SeaCider Farm, Seaward Farm, SiteOne, Stantec, UVic Faculties of 
History and Environmental Studies, Victoria Therapeutic Riding Association, and Young 
Agrarians have all contributed their knowledge, skills and abilities to support FLT Society’s 
mandate in protecting food security and preserving local farmland in the Greater Victoria region. 
 
In April 2017, PRSSS members had a field trip to Newman Farm to study the soils at the 
property. In August 2017, the FLT Society led supervised walkabouts/tours providing our 
funders and community partners with an opportunity to “walk the land”, view the vegetable 
garden plot and sunflower/wildflower field while learning about the history of Newman Farm. For 
additional photos and related updates from the 2017 farm season, please visit the following FLT 
Society web pages:  
 

• August 2017 Update 
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/553c623ee4b0f015b979ec9a/t/59b04ebebebafbf9
98848fed/1504726742380/August+2017+FLT+Society+Photo+Diary+Update.pdf  
 

• July 2017 Update 
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/553c623ee4b0f015b979ec9a/t/59b04ea8d7bdce7
d68ccd546/1504726700111/July+2017+FLT+Society+Photo+Diary+Update.pdf  
 

• Spring/Summer 2017 Update 
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/553c623ee4b0f015b979ec9a/t/59b04e786e93291
22439db2f/1504726660553/Spring+-+Summer+2017+FLT+Society+Update.pdf  

 

• FLT Society website – www.farmlandstrust.org  
 

• FLT Society Facebook site: https://www.facebook.com/The-Farmlands-Trust-Society-
190493347776568/  
 

• FLT Society Twitter site: https://twitter.com/FarmlandsTrust  
 
The FLT Society continues to be a member of the Island Pollinator Initiative (IPI). The IPI 
facilitates collaboration, event and information sharing, outreach and action to promote the 
protection of native and managed pollinators on Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands. This 
included FLT Society representatives participating in the 2017 Saanich Fair – as part of the IPI 
information booth.  
 
 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/553c623ee4b0f015b979ec9a/t/59b04ebebebafbf998848fed/1504726742380/August+2017+FLT+Society+Photo+Diary+Update.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/553c623ee4b0f015b979ec9a/t/59b04ebebebafbf998848fed/1504726742380/August+2017+FLT+Society+Photo+Diary+Update.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/553c623ee4b0f015b979ec9a/t/59b04ea8d7bdce7d68ccd546/1504726700111/July+2017+FLT+Society+Photo+Diary+Update.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/553c623ee4b0f015b979ec9a/t/59b04ea8d7bdce7d68ccd546/1504726700111/July+2017+FLT+Society+Photo+Diary+Update.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/553c623ee4b0f015b979ec9a/t/59b04e786e9329122439db2f/1504726660553/Spring+-+Summer+2017+FLT+Society+Update.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/553c623ee4b0f015b979ec9a/t/59b04e786e9329122439db2f/1504726660553/Spring+-+Summer+2017+FLT+Society+Update.pdf
http://www.farmlandstrust.org/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Farmlands-Trust-Society-190493347776568/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Farmlands-Trust-Society-190493347776568/
https://twitter.com/FarmlandsTrust
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FLT Society Chair Carol Pickup spoke at the September 2017 Green Drinks community event – 
“Life in the hive and what we can do to ensure it thrives.” Specifically, Carol was one of the 
guest presenters where she discussed the work underway to support a healthy bee population 
on the historic Newman Farm in Central Saanich. 
 
In January 2018, FLT Society Board Secretary Natasha Caverley was invited to make a 
presentation to the Rotary Club of Sidney about the FLT Society and its agricultural stewardship 
work at Newman Farm.  
 
The University of Vermont Extension accepted the FLT Society’s case study about its work at 
the historic Newman Farm. Specifically, the FLT Society Newman Farm case study is now a 
part of the official Teaching Guide for Chapter 9 of the Food, Farms, and Community: Exploring 
Food Systems textbook. Link: 
https://www.uvm.edu/extension/foodsystemsbook/?Page=guides.php  
 
Looking to the future 
 
During 2018/2019, the FLT Society Board of Directors are proposing the following activities: 
 

• Explore the application of the farm incubator or farm transition model at Newman 
Farm as it relates to governance and related recruitment/selection in facilitating 
farmer/land matches at the Farm. FLT Society representatives are in discussions with 
members of Haliburton Farm in Saanich to explore areas of mutual interest with regards 
to establishing guidelines and protocols for applying this model at Newman Farm; 
 

• Continue the implementation of the FLT Society farm plan on the property—this 
includes developing an up-to-date customized menu of produce that the FLT Society can 
grow at Newman Farm in 2018; 
 

• Continue our pollination activities at the Farm—this includes planting sunflowers, 
wildflowers and other bee-friendly flowers in the westerly field next to our vegetable 
garden plot to support pollination activities at the Farm and surrounding area; 
 

• Identify potential partnership opportunities in advancing agricultural learning and 
extension events in support of producing local foods for marginalized people residing in 
the Greater Victoria region. The FLT Society is working with PAAC, the Island Pollinator 
Initiative and Haliburton Farm to support extension events for emerging and transitioning 
farmers and the general public about topics/issues related to farmland preservation and 
food security protection;  
 

• Continue vegetable garden plot as part of the FLT Society’s “field to plate” initiative 
with Our Place Society and related community organizations. This includes (i) expanding 
the Newman Farm vegetable garden, and (ii) expanding the range of produce (fruits and 
vegetables) that the Society grows this year; 
 

• Rejuvenate the apple orchard by planting fruit trees (courtesy of Le Coteau and the 
Good Food Network) in 2018; thereby, providing additional food sources for individuals 
and families in need in Greater Victoria. Entitled, “Operation Apple Tree”, the FLT 
Society will be collaborating with the District of Central Saanich and Bartlett Tree Experts 

https://www.uvm.edu/extension/foodsystemsbook/?Page=guides.php
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in revitalizing the apple orchard at Newman Farm – e.g., transplanting approximately 
three apple trees, planting four new apples trees (Braeburn, Cortland, Gravestein and 
Spartan varieties), and clearing bush for better access to existing apple and plum trees 
in the fruit tree orchard at the Farm; 
 

• Work with local First Nations communities—specifically, Tsawout First Nation and 
Tseycum First Nation have expressed interest in collaborating with the FLT Society on 
specific projects to support local food security and healthy living/wellness initiatives in 
their respective communities;  

 

• Continue sheep operation by advancing the MoU with Seaward Farm regarding the 
operation of a small scale sheep farm on Newman Farm; 
 

• Continue the Newman Farm history project by carrying out discussions on project 
management – making the project a reality; and 
 

• Support the creation of the Capital Regional District Food and Farmland Trust by 
co-presenting to the CRD Board in fall 2018 - in partnership with CR-FAIR and 
Haliburton Farm.  

 
In closing, as the FLT Society celebrates its 10th anniversary, there is certainly a lot to celebrate 
and acknowledge in terms of the strength and value of volunteerism, community development, 
charity, and positive team work/spirit! 
 

Many thanks to our 2017/2018 FLT Society Patron, board members, founder, advisors, 
members-at-large, farm manager, webmaster, and supporters for your ongoing 

commitment to regional farmland preservation and food security protection in Greater 
Victoria! 

 


