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2016/2017 FLT Society Annual Report 
 
From April 2016 – April 2017, The Farmlands Trust (Greater Victoria) Society [FLT] engaged in  
protecting local farmland, protecting eco-sensitive and culturally special areas, producing food 
for those in need, and providing relevant educational and related public awareness 
opportunities. 
 
Our charitable not-for-profit organization continued to be active on a number of fronts during 
2016-2017: 
 
Farmland preservation and management 
 
In 2016, the FLT Society continued the “field to plate” initiative at the historic Newman Farm in 
Central Saanich where our FLT Society volunteers grew and harvested local vegetables to 
those in need at Our Place Society. Last year, the FLT Society gave $16,005.00 worth of 
produce (a variety of squash, turnips, beets, apples and plums) to Our Place Society for this 
initiative (which equates to 7,580 lbs. of produce). 
 
The FLT Society extended its working relationship with Seaward Farm via a new three year 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to operate a small scale sheep farm on a designated 
portion of Newman Farm. Seaward Farm aids in the FLT Society’s “field to plate” initiative 
through the donation of manure for the vegetable garden plot at Newman Farm as well as 
haying the field surrounding the garden plot – as part of the general maintenance activities on 
the designated portion of the Farm off Central Saanich Road. Seaward Farm now provides 
annual educational opportunities for community members who are interested in learning about 
animal husbandry and operating a small scale sheep farm.  

 

The FLT Society maintained the water line on the designated portion of Newman Farm that we 
managed and monitored any risks of deficiencies in said infrastructure throughout the 2016 
growing season. In summer 2016, the FLT Society retained Bert James to provide farm 
management contracted services at Newman Farm. Bert was a valuable resource in managing 
the various daily operational duties and responsibilities for the historic farm and our vegetable 
garden plot. Bert James and FLT Society volunteers participated in planting and harvesting 
produce on the property as well as winterizing our vegetable plot – this included the construction 
and installation of four raised garden beds which we are currently utilizing to grow kale, broccoli 
and garlic for Our Place Society. 
 
Governance 
 
In January 2017, Carol Pickup became the FLT Society Chair for the remainder of the 
2016/2017 term of office. At the same time, we welcomed Don Caverley to the FLT Society 
Board of Directors and said farewell to Bryan Waller who served as FLT Society Chair in 2016. 
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The FLT Society Board of Directors are thankful to the Centre for Plant Health in North Saanich, 
BC for on-going access to the Pavilion Building for our board of directors’ meetings.  
 
Financial 
 
With donations from FLT Society individual supporters, United Way of Greater Victoria and the 
Local Action Environmental Divas (LEAD), the FLT Society recognizes the value of community 
collaboration, advocacy and outreach through farmland preservation and the protection of local 
food security in the Greater Victoria region. 
 
The FLT Society Board of Directors received a three year permissive tax exemption (2017—
2019) from the District of Central Saanich which provides enhanced certainty to the FLT Society 
as a means of advancing our farmland management activities at Newman Farm—in particular, 
the continuation and possible expansion of our “field to plate” vegetable plot; thereby, producing 
a greater amount and diverse range of produce for those in need in Greater Victoria.  
 
As a charitable not-for-profit organization, the FLT Society remains committed to making the 
Newman Farm property productive farmland by (i) providing food security for future generations 
in the form of agricultural stewardship, (ii) providing educational and related hands on 
experience to emerging farmers, and (iii) donating locally grown produce at the Farm to persons 
in need within Greater Victoria. As we continue our charitable work at the historic Newman 
Farm, we are always pleased by the growing interest in the historic property by Central Saanich 
and Greater Victoria residents with regards to preserving farmland and protecting local food 
security on the Saanich Peninsula and in the broader Greater Victoria region. 
 
Communications and public outreach 
 
During the 2016 farming season, FLT Society volunteers participated in planting and harvesting 
produce at Newman Farm. Work parties in 2016 provided opportunities to engage local FLT 
Society supporters to join us and participate in various farm activities. 
 
On September 22, 2016, Seaward Farm and the FLT Society collaborated on a field tour of 
Newman Farm for volunteers from Our Place Society.  
 
The FLT Society served as one of the sponsors for the Peninsula and Area Agricultural 
Commission Help Save the Bees lecture series event. The event was held on February 20, 
2017 at the Saanichton Fairground. The focus of the evening event was on the importance of 
pollinator conservation.  
 

In recognition of the important role that trees play in aesthetics, air quality, soil and water 
conservation and protection of the environment, the FLT Society was a recent recipient of fruit 
trees from the Capital Regional District, Le Coteau and CRFAIR. The “150 Fruit and Nut Tree 
Project” utilized an application-based process to select recipients from across the Capital 
Region to plant food trees on public land in spring and fall 2017 in celebration of Canada’s 150th 
birthday. In cooperation with the District of Central Saanich, the FLT Society will be planting 
eight fruit trees at the historic Newman Farm. The tree planting will be part of an existing historic 
orchard at Newman Farm and part of a new demonstration area of trees alongside the FLT 
Society’s existing vegetable garden. Both of which are part of the FLT Society’s Newman Farm 
management plan in terms of adding aesthetic beauty and additional fruit crops to harvest for 
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our “field to plate” initiative in collaboration with Our Place Society – growing and harvesting 
locally grown food for those in need in the Greater Victoria region.  
 
The FLT Society recognizes the importance of having a current and accessible online presence 
via our FLT Society website (www.farmlandstrust.org) and social media sites – Facebook (The 
Farmlands Trust Society) and Twitter (@FarmlandsTrust). 
 
Contributions 
 
We contributed to local organizations this year in food: Products of the Newman farm and FLT 
Society team members’ locally grown fruits and vegetables were donated to Our Place Society, 
Quadra Village Centre and the Victoria Therapeutic Riding Association.  
 
Looking to the future 
 
During 2017/2018, the FLT Society Board of Directors are proposing the following activities: 
 

• Explore the application of the farm incubator model at Newman Farm as it relates 
to governance and related recruitment/selection in facilitating farmer/land matches at the 
Farm. FLT Society representatives are currently in contact with members of Haliburton 
Farm in Saanich to explore areas of mutual interest with regards to establishing 
guidelines and protocols for applying said model at Newman Farm; 
 

• Continue the implementation of the FLT Society farm plan on the property—this 
includes collaborating with Our Place Society to develop a customized menu of produce 
that the FLT Society can grow at Newman Farm; 
 

• Identify potential partnership opportunities in advancing agricultural learning and 
extension events in support of producing local foods for marginalized people residing in 
the Greater Victoria region. The FLT Society is working with the Peninsula Agricultural 
Commission, Young Agrarians and the University of Victoria to support extension events 
for emerging farmers and the general public about topics/issues related to farmland 
preservation and food security protection;  
 

• Continue vegetable garden plot as part of the FLT Society’s “field to plate” initiative 
with Our Place Society and related charitable organizations. This includes (i) expanding 
the current one acre Newman Farm vegetable garden, and (ii) expanding the range of 
produce that we grow in the coming years. The retention of Bert James for farm 
management services at Newman Farm aids the FLT Society in a coordinated and 
systematic approach; and 
 

• Continue sheep operation by advancing the new MoU with Seaward Farm regarding 
the operation of a small scale sheep farm on Newman Farm. This includes hosting an 
educational/learning event each year. 
 

Many thanks to our 2016/2017 FLT Society board members, founder, advisors, members-
at-large, farm manager and supporters for your ongoing commitment to regional 

farmland preservation and food security protection in Greater Victoria! 
 

http://www.farmlandstrust.org/

