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2014/2015 FLT Society Annual Report 
 
From May 2014 to April 2015, The Farmlands Trust (Greater Victoria) Society [FLT] continued 
its work in the areas of farmland preservation and management, governance, communications 
and outreach. 
 
Our 100% volunteer-operated organization continued to be active on a number of fronts during 
2014/2015: 
 
Farmland preservation and management 
 
The FLT Society led the “field to plate” initiative at the historic Newman Farm in Central Saanich 
where our FLT Society volunteers grow, harvest and donate local vegetables to those in need at 
Our Place Society. In 2014, the FLT Society donated $7,005.00 worth of produce (totaling 3,500 
lbs.) to Our Place Society for this initiative.  
 
The FLT Society continues to serve as the steward for the Newman Farm made possible by a 
Letter of Understanding (LoU) between our Society and the District of Central Saanich. Overall, 
the FLT Society strives to embrace ecological, agricultural, historical, cultural and social values, 
and consider highest and best uses for both the land and the community. In consultation with 
the District of Central Saanich, a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed between 
the FLT Society and Seaward Farm for a small scale sheep operation to be situated on a 
portion of the Newman Farm property. Also, the FLT Society installed much needed deer 
fencing to protect the one acre vegetable garden plot and associated crops for our “field to 
plate” initiative with Our Place Society which feeds Greater Victoria’s most vulnerable 
populations. Funding for the deer fence installation was made possible by the United Way of 
Greater Victoria. 
 
Also, the FLT Society Patron and Board of Directors continued their advocacy in preserving 
Madrona Farm located in the Blenkinsop Valley (Saanich, BC) with an emphasis on placing a 
covenant on said property which is currently owned by The Land Conservancy (TLC). 
 
Governance 
 
In April 2014, the FLT Society welcomed Ian Paul to the FLT Society Board of Directors for the 
2014/2015 term of office. 
 
In January 2015, Ed Johnson transitioned to the role of FLT Society Past Chair with David Clark 
becoming the FLT Society Chair for the remainder of the 2014/2015 term of office. 
 
The FLT Society Patron and Board of Directors extended its continued appreciation to the 
Centre for Plant Health in North Saanich, BC for access to the Pavilion Building for our monthly 
board of directors meetings.  
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Financial 
 
With donations from FLT Society individual supporters, Phillips Brewing Company Ltd., Saanich 
Peninsula Community Foundation and the United Way of Greater Victoria, the FLT Society 
acknowledges and reflects upon the importance of community collaboration and outreach 
through farmland preservation and the protection of local food security as we collectively 
“enhance local farming capacity in the Greater Victoria area by protecting local farmland; 
protecting eco-sensitive and culturally special areas; producing food for those in need; providing 
relevant educational opportunities; promoting the economic viability of farmland; and providing 
community access and public awareness programs.” 
 
Communications and public outreach 
 
The FLT Society published and printed the Resource guide for beginning small scale organic 
farmers in the Greater Victoria Region. This Resource Guide was carefully planned and 
discussed with local farmers in Greater Victoria with the goal of capturing a realistic vision about 
beginning a small scale organic farming venture. Starting your operation is something that will 
take time, money, skills, and courage. Being honest and being able to determine where you are 
strong and weak in terms of the skills required to become a successful farmer are critical for 
your success. It is our hope that this Resource Guide will be a useful reference for individuals 
who are interested in building their own small scale organic farm operation. Funding for this 
initiative was made possible by the Saanich Peninsula Community Foundation and Phillips 
Brewing Company Ltd. 
 
On October 16, 2014, the FLT Society issued a press release in support of World Food Day 
which was subsequently published on social media (Twitter, Facebook) and the Peninsula News 
Review. 
 
In November 2014, the FLT Society hosted another successful and well attended annual Winter 
Social in Central Saanich where a broad cross-section of attendees in Greater Victoria enjoyed 
local foods and entertainment in support of the FLT Society and its current and future 
endeavours in farmland preservation and local food security protection. 
 
Contributions 
 
We contributed to local organizations this year in food: Products of the Newman farm and FLT 
Society team members’ locally grown fruits and vegetables were donated to the Victoria 
Therapeutic Riding Association and Our Place Society. 
 
Looking to the future 
 
For the 2015/2016 year, the FLT Society team, led by David Clark, will be  
 

 continuing our discussion with The Land Conservancy (TLC) in placing a covenant on 
Madrona farm in the Blenkinsop Valley (Saanich, BC); 

 

 extending our Letter of Understanding (LoU) with the District of Central Saanich in the 
stewardship of Newman Farm; 
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 continuing the stewardship of Newman Farm which includes, but is not limited to, 
management of a one acre vegetable garden plot – incorporating a customized “menu” 
of produce for Our Place Society and related organizations that support community 
members in need, engaging in a hedgerow project, and planting fruit trees in celebration 
of Tree Appreciation Day (November 2015);  

 

 monitoring and subsequently engaging in any public consultations related to the future of 
the Sandown property in North Saanich – particularly as it relates to the agriculture/ 
farming aspects of said property;  
 

 participating in regional discussions/roundtables about farmland preservation, farmland 
acquisition and food security protection in the Greater Victoria area; 
 

 engaging in strategic planning as the FLT Society reflects upon the next five years of the 
organization’s future activities, initiatives and related endeavours; and 

 

 coordinating communications and community outreach activities (e.g., annual winter 
social, speakers’ series, Farmer Resource Guide distribution/circulation and FLT Society 
website revision). 

 
Thank you to our 2014/2015 FLT Society Patron, board members, advisors, members-at-

large and supporters for your ongoing commitment to regional farmland preservation 
and food security protection in Greater Victoria! 

 
 


