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2013/2014 FLT Society Annual Report 
 
From May 2013 to April 2014, the Farmlands Trust (Greater Victoria) Society [FLT] engaged in 
activities that focused on farmland preservation and management, governance, finance and 
compliance, and communications and outreach. 
 
The FLT Society is a charitable not-for-profit organization based in Saanichton, BC – Registered 
Charity #80839 3359 RR0001. Our mission is to enhance farming capacity in the Greater 
Victoria area by protecting local farmland, protecting eco-sensitive and culturally special areas, 
producing food for those in need, providing relevant educational opportunities, promoting the 
economic viability of farmland, and providing community access and public awareness 
programs.  
 
The FLT Society is 100% volunteer operated with a Board of Directors comprised of Greater 
Victoria community members who have a diverse array of experience, knowledge, skills and 
abilities that enrich the planning and implementing of farmland preservation and local food 
security activities. Volunteer committees assist the FLT Society Board of Directors in collectively 
advancing our vision, values, mission and goals. The FLT Society Board of Directors also 
receives support from the FLT Society Patron, Special Advisors, Community Advisors and 
Committee Members.  
 
Farmland preservation and management 
 
In 2013/2014, the FLT Society embarked on its stewardship work at the historic Newman Farm 
in Saanichton, BC (as part of the Letter of Understanding with the District of Central Saanich). 
Notable achievements at Newman Farm included: 
 

 Initial implementation of the Newman Farm plan. Based on the five year farm plan for 
the property developed by the FLT Society, we advanced food production at Newman 
Farm through the creation of a vegetable garden. The vegetable garden was set up in a 
manner that demonstrates continued interest by both the District of Central Saanich and 
the FLT Society in honouring the history of Newman Farm while integrating current 
farming practices on this particular property;  
 

 Irrigation maintenance. The FLT Society maintained the water line on the designated 
portion of Newman Farm that we managed and monitored any risks of deficiencies in 
said infrastructure throughout the 2013 growing season; and 
 

 Work parties. From April 2013 to March 2014, FLT Society volunteers participated in 
ploughing, planting and harvesting produce on the property. Harvested produce was 
directly donated to Our Place Society and the Sharma Sharma Ministry High School. 
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Governance 
 
In 2013/2014, the FLT Society welcomed Bryan Waller to the FLT Society Board of Directors! 
 
Finance and compliance 
 
The FLT Society received funding from the BC Ministry of Agriculture to aid in the development 
of a Farmer Resource Guide to provide guidance and related support to beginning small scale 
organic farmers in the Greater Victoria Region. 
 
Communications and public outreach 
 
Based on the FLT Society’s significant financial contributions towards the “Save Madrona Farm” 
campaign, we endeavoured to continue our discussion with The Land Conservancy (TLC) in 
placing a covenant on Madrona farm in the Blenkinsop Valley (Saanich, BC). 
 
Under the leadership of Glenn Davidson (FLT Treasurer), the FLT Society team coordinated a 
well-attended Winter Social at St. Stephen’s Community Hall. 
 
Contributions 
 
Through our stewardship endeavours at Newman Farm, we developed a partnership with Our 
Place Society donating produce from our one acre vegetable garden at the Farm to Our Place 
Society’s Food Services Department – as part of our “field to plate initiative.” 
 
Looking to the future 
 
For the 2014/2015 year, the FLT Society team, led by Ed Johnson, will be  
 

 Continuing the Newman Farm vegetable garden: Based on the success of our 
Society’s 2013/2014 growing season and donations to Our Place Society and related 
charitable organizations, our Society will be continuing the vegetable garden at Newman 
Farm. We are actively pursuing external funding opportunities to assist us in 
implementing deer mitigation strategies (e.g., deer fence installation) so we can expand 
the range of produce that we grow this year and next; 
 

 Exploring a sheep operation: The FLT Society Board is currently exploring the 
opportunity to partner with a neighbour to the Newman Farm property regarding the 
operation of a small scale sheep farm—with the potential of expanding the current use of 
Newman Farm to include animal husbandry. Discussions between designated FLT 
Society Board Members and the potential sheep operator are currently underway; and 
 

 Exploring a covenant designation on Newman Farm: The FLT Society Board is 
expressing interest in working with the District of Central Saanich to pursue the 
placement of a site-specific conservation covenant on Newman Farm; thereby, 
protecting this historic property for farming in perpetuity. 

 
Thank you to our 2013/2014 FLT Society Patron, board members, advisors, committee 
members, members-at-large and supporters for your ongoing commitment to regional 

farmland preservation and food security protection in Greater Victoria! 


